
MBE PTO Meeting Minutes
August 26, 2020

Virtual Meeting (Zoom)
In Attendance:  Hill Weathers, Amy Moore, Stephanie Brown, Ashley Seligson, Kate Brinkley, 
Bridget Drennen, Sumner Rives, Susannah Baker, Shannon Cooley, Kitty Brown, Lindsey 
Druhan, Mary Virginia Mandell 

Welcome- President Hill Weathers
Thanked PTO officers for creativity and hard work during new situation (COVID)
Virtual Open House will look different for every grade level, with younger grades in each 
homeroom and upper grades all together. Board is looking into ensuring sufficient 
broadband capability; Room moms will be given a moment to introduce themselves with 
talking points.
Additional Sportswear (gaiters and water bottles) is in; working on possible home 
delivery
Library Memorial for Dowe Bynum (who passed away over the summer), with input by 
his children

VP Fund Development - Bridget Drennen
Lancer Sponsors is going well. They already raised sufficient funds for 2020-2021 PTO 
budget and will be speaking at the Virtual Open House. No hard date, but official 
campaign cut off is September 11. We discussed ways to reach extended family 
members.
Book Fair- waiting to see how school year unfolds to finalize plans

Mary Virginia mentioned a Virtual Grandparent Day; Sumner added that the event Chair, Maggie 
Baggett, is working with Ashley and Brannon to figure out a way to have the event safely.

VP Technology - Lindsey Druhan 
Directory Chairs (Key Hudson and Katie Brower) doing a great job. They are adding 
Homeroom teachers now. The deadline is September 9/10. They are considering new 
printer options as a cost-cutting measure.
Website-let Lindsey know if there is anything to be added; Hill reminded everyone of the 
great job Lindsey and Stephanie Brown did in providing virtual resources during the E-
Learning period.

Mary Virginia mentioned that Jr High and High School are going all digital for their directories. 
Hill mentioned she and Amy Moore had discussed, but do not think MBE families are wanting 
that yet.

Treasurer - Stephanie Brown
Lancer Sponsors has made enough to run the budget 
Explained how Pay Simple fees are represented on budget

Lindsey asked about how this would affect the 6th grade fees. Kate Mather decided to charge a 
convenience fee for those who wanted to pay by credit card to cover the processing fees.

Sportswear- waiting to see the costs, usually not a huge source of income



Expenses - few expenses outside the check to the school for $60,000
Discretionary Fund was used for PE and recess bags; everyone is loving them

VP Events - Sumner Rives

Events will look different, working with chairs, PTO and school administrators to find 
ways to continue events, even if they look differently than years past; each event will 
proceed slowly, know more a month to six weeks out
Newcomers event went well. Chairs Erin Teague and Elena Leonard did great job. Still 
working to pair families with “host” families 
Teacher Appreciation snacks- Chair Bragan Petrey offered to handle the month of 
September to avoid bringing many visitors to the school. Idea is to design a basic 
template for what to bring to cut down on confusion. 
Hill thanked Sumner and Susannah for the Back to School chalk decorations. Made the 
teachers feel very loved.
Sumner added that Shannon Cooley, VP of Volunteers went ahead and sent committee 
lists to the Chairs.

VP Communications - Kitty Brown

Decision was made to NOT have MBE PTO twitter
Board of Education hired Sam Chandler to serve as Communications Director. All Village 
Living articles will go through him.

President - Hill Weathers

Room Moms Chair Julie Shea has most classrooms covered.They will pick up packets 
in lieu of the information meeting, will include what to say on Back to School night. 
Yearbook-Specials will have a page; will go to print in January.
Ashley McCombs will be on our next call. Collaboration with the Administration is 
especially important this year.

Other Business

Kitty Brown mentioned that (1) the Diversity Committee is still at work, creating report, hopefully 
will be available by the next meeting; (2) in situation where parents are wanting to circumvent 
PTO with gifts, please re-direct to PTO; School administrators are the best judge of what the 
school needs; and (3) we really need to take care of our teachers this year. Ideas? 

Kitty Brown made a motion to approve the May 6, 2020 PTO Board Meeting minutes. Kate 
Brinkley seconded the motion. The Board unanimously approved the motion. 

Hill Weathers made a motion via email on July 31, 2020 to cover a request from the MBE 
Administration for ancillary materials related to COVID (i.e., recess bags and outside 
classroom kits). The Board unanimously approved giving up to $7,100.00 to the school 
for these items from the discretionary fund via email. 

The meeting was adjourned, and the next board meeting is scheduled for September 9, 
2020 at 12:00pm.



Submitted by Kate Brinkley
MBE PTO Secretary


